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SUBJECT: CHANGE OF PRIME MINISTERS IM THE MAKING? 

1 . THE TEHRAN RUMOR MILL, WHICH PERIODICALLY AHS PREDICTED 
HOVEYDA’S DEPARTURE AS PRIME MINISTER (AFTER NEARLY 13 YEARS 
ON THE JOB), HAS BEEN WORKING AT A HIGHER PITCH THAN USUAL 

IN RECENT WEEKS. SEVERAL OF OUR DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES, 

INCLUDING THE BRITISH, FRENCH AND CANADIANS, SAY THEY ARE 
CONVINCED THAT THIS TIME THE RUMORS RING TRUE. 

2. PREDICTIONS IN THIS AREA ARE CHANCY, AS WE NOTED IN OUR 
A- 1 16 OF JULY 1 1 . SINCE IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS THE SHAH IS 

THE ONLY ONE WHO REALLY KNOWS AND HE RARELY TIPS HIS HAND 
IN ADVANCE. THE MAIN ARGUMENT ADVANCED FOR A CHANGE IS 
POSSIBLE DESIRE ON THE SHAH'S PART TO CHANGE GOI'S IMAGE AS 
A WAY OF DEFUSING COMPLAINTS ABOUT SUCH THINGS AS RECURRING 
SUMMER ELECTRICAL POWER SHORTAGES IN THE CAPITAL AS WELL 
AS SUGGESTING A MORE TOLERANT NEW ATTITUDE TOWARD PUBLIC 
COMPLAINTS AND OTHER EXPRESSIONS OF DISSENT. 

3. THE LEADING CANDIDATE FOR MOST OBSERVERS IS MINISTER 
OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE ANSARY, THOUGH A NUMBER 
OF OTHER MINISTERS AND FORMER PRIME MINISTERS ALSO ARE 
MENTIONED. SOMEWHAT GREATER PUBLIC EXPOSURE IN THE 
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PRESS FOR ANSARY AND ONE OR TWO OTHERS RECENTLY CIETED 
AS POSSIBLE STRAW IN THE WIND. 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE ARE AWARE OF NO COMPELLING 
REASON FOR REPLACEMENT OF HOVEYDA AT THIS TIME. HIS 
PUBLIC IMAGE HAS NOT DETERIORATED IN ANY SIGNIFICANT 
WAY. HE HAS RETURNED FROM VACATION IN CORSICA STILT. IN 
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APPARENT GOOD HEALTH, AND HE WOULD APPEAR TO ENJOY THE 
CONFIDENCE OF THE SHAH AS MUCH AS EVER. CHANGES OF OTHER 
MINISTERS COULD SERVE TO BLUNT CURRENT CRITICISM WITHOUT 
NECESSARILY CHANGING THE PRIME MINISTER. 

5. WHICH OF THE ABOVE FACTORS PRESENTLY RATES UPPERMOST 
IN THE MIND OF THE SHAH IS DIFFICULT TO GUESS. WE MAY 
LEARN MORE AFTER MEETING OF THE RASTAKHIZ PARTY 
POLITICAL BUREAU CONVENED BY HOVEYDA FOR TOMORROW NIGHT, 

AUGUST 2. 

SULLIVAN 
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